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Vaidehi Taman: Revolutionary Journalist, Cybersecurity 
personal and trend setter. Vaidehi Taman, a name 

synonymous with excellence in parallel journalism, she 
is Maharashtra’s accredited journalist who is setting new 
benchmarks in the media industry. With over 20 years of 
dedication, Vaidehi has established herself as a formidable force 
in investigative journalism. As the Founder Editor of 'Afternoon 
Voice,' and “The Democracy”, Vaidehi has passionately 
committed to nurturing the next generation of journalists. 
She has mentored countless journalism students, instilling in 
them the values of ethical reporting and investigative rigor. 
Her guidance has helped shape the careers of many young 
journalists, ensuring that the future of journalism is in capable 
hands.

Vaidehi's journey is marked by significant accomplishments. 
She has been honoured with three honorary doctorates in 
journalism, a testament to her unwavering dedication and 
exceptional contributions to the field. Her work extends 
beyond traditional journalism; she is also an ethical hacker and 
“professional cloud security Engineer”, using her skills to protect 
the integrity of information and combat cyber threats. This 
unique combination of talents has positioned her as an inventor 
at the intersection of journalism and cybersecurity.

Under her leadership, 'Afternoon Voice' has become a 
beacon of fearless journalism, inspiring others to pursue truth 
and integrity. Vaidehi is also an author of 6 best-selling books.

As we look towards 2024, Vaidehi Taman stands out 
as a trendsetter and trailblazer, continuously pushing the 
boundaries of what is possible in journalism and beyond. Her 
multifaceted contributions make her a standout figure to watch 
in the coming year.
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SWISSCHEMI: Leading the Charge in Sustainable Innovation. 
In an industry where innovation often comes at the 

expense of the environment, SWISSCHEMI stands out as a 
beacon of sustainable progress. Renowned for its pioneering 
medical hygiene and infection control products, green water-
soluble plastics, and environmentally friendly chemicals, the 
company owes much of its success to the visionary leadership 
of Sayali Balachandran, 44, and Prashobhini, 78. Their dynamic 
partnership is a testament to the adage that age is just a number, 
proving that passion and dedication transcend generational 
boundaries.

Sayali Balachandran, with her modern perspective 
and dynamic approach, has steered SWISSCHEMI toward 
groundbreaking advancements in green chemistry and 
medical innovation. Her efforts have significantly bolstered the 
company’s commitment to sustainability, setting new industry 
standards. Under Sayali’s leadership, SWISSCHEMI has developed 
hygiene products  and eco-friendly medical disinfectants that 
are both efficient and sustainable. This strategic direction 
has positioned SWISSCHEMI as a top exporter of healthcare 
chemicals and sustainable solutions.

On the other hand, Prashobhini brings a wealth of experience 
and wisdom to the table. At 78, her enduring dedication to 
sustainable manufacturing is nothing short of inspirational. Her 
deep understanding of the industry’s intricacies and unwavering 
commitment to ethical practices have shaped SWISSCHEMI’s 
core values. Prashobhini’s mentorship has nurtured a culture 
of integrity and responsibility, ensuring the company’s growth 
remains both ethical and sustainable.

Together, Sayali and Prashobhini exemplify a perfect 
blend of youthful innovation and seasoned expertise. Beyond 
their professional achievements, they embody the essence 
of women’s empowerment, reminding us that age is merely a 
statistic, not a limitation.

Kushal Desai 
Chairman, Annamrita Foundation

Annamrita Foundation took inspiration from a  directive
given by Srila Prabhupada, founder of ISKCON in 1974, 

after he witnessed village children fighting over food scraps. 
Prabhupada decreed that no one within a ten-mile radius of 
ISKCON temples should go hungry. Inspired by this vision, the 
Annamrita Foundation was formed and had been committed 
to serving food with the same love and devotion that a mother 
provides to a child.

Established in 2004 as an NGO serving Mid-Day meals 
to school children, Annamrita has expanded its mission to 
support the needy across India. The foundation’s state-of-the-
art kitchens in 8 states and 19 cities, including Mumbai, Delhi, 
Kolkata, Nagpur and other places, provide nutritious meals, 
tackling malnutrition and poverty.

The foundation faces competition from other NGOs for 
donors and volunteers, stringent government regulations 
affecting charitable giving, and managing donor expectations 
regarding the costs of running a nonprofit. Annamrita addresses 
these by maintaining transparency and complying with all 
legal requirements. Annamrita has opened multiple kitchens 
and received numerous awards, including the IDF Best Partner 
award (2011-2012) and the CSR Journal Excellence Award (2022, 
2023). In 2023-24, the foundation served 10 lakh meals per day.

Rooted in Indian traditions, Annamrita translates to "Food as 
pure as nectar." The foundation’s strategy includes meaningful 
societal change through donation programs like Operation 
Karuna, Kit Of Joy, and Project Satvik, serving over 8 crore meals 
in a year.

Annamrita’s ISO-certified kitchens use modern technology 
and ERP software for efficient operations and transparency. 
The foundation addresses food insecurity with programs like 
Mid-Day Meals and feeding initiatives for hospital patients' 
relatives, the elderly, pregnant women, and orphans. It plans 
to scale up by opening new kitchens and partnering with local 
organizations to reach more communities.



Introducing the "15 Indian Shining Stars 2024: Champions of Excellence, Innovation, and Progress" - a 

collective of exceptional individuals who have not only risen to the forefront of their respective fields but 

have also left an indelible mark on the global stage. 
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